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 UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

8 to 19 July 2019 

Executive Officer Annual Leave 

Office hours (volunteers):  

11am-2pm weekdays 
 

17 July  2019 at 10.30am 

State Records of SA 

Cost: FREE 
 

21 July 2019 at 3pm-5pm 

Valmai Hankel Portrait 

Presentation 

Treasures Wall, Spence Wing, 

State Library of SA 
 

7 August 2019 at 1pm 

Wednesdays at One –  

Books in my life 

Bernard Whimpress 
 

22 August 2019 at 10.30am 

Old Adelaide Gaol 
  

4 September 2019 at 1.00pm 

Wednesdays at One – 

Books in my life 

Rachael Mead 
 

19 November 2019  

Deane Miller Oration 

Guest Speaker: Paul Brunton 
 

20 November 2019 

AGM & Dinner 

Guest Speaker: Paul Brunton 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I am pleased to report that we have reached the middle of 2019 in 

reasonably good shape. Our finances, thanks to the G D Miller bequest, 

are sound, but the challenge now is to guard against complacency. 

I have always believed that the best way to make the Friends strong is 

to draw more members into active participation.  

We have some big events coming. The “launch“of Valmai’s portrait will 

be on the afternoon of Sunday 21 July. There will be a number of 

“sketches” from people who have figured in her long and illustrious 

career, all overseen by her good friend Peter Goers. The magnificent 

portrait, by local artist Daryl Austin, will be officially handed over to the 

Library. This will be a very happy occasion: a tribute to Valmai. All those 

who contributed to the cost of the painting will be invited, with a 

handful of additional places available. We achieved our fundraising 

target and have some plans for the surplus which we will announce on 

the day. 

In November, shortly before the Dinner and AGM, the inaugural Deane 

Miller Oration, delivered by former Mitchell Librarian Paul Brunton will 

take place. This will be a very special event. Deane Miller’s bequest 

makes it possible to invite a speaker of truly international reputation. 

This will be an annual occasion, thanks to Mr Miller’s generosity. 

The second-hand bookshop, which we have set up in our rooms, 

continues to be a success and will provide us with useful funds. The 

challenge now is to keep it stocked with quality material. Please 

consider us when downsizing your book collection.  

Your committee is now looking further into the future. How can we 

extend our publishing program? How do we use our 

bookbinding/conservation skills to assist the Library? How can we 

refresh our membership (and the leadership!)? And so on. The AGM will 

be a good forum for all interested members to air their views. 
 

Mark Gilbert 

President 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Your Library needs YOU! 

As you will probably know our Library has had the 

threat of massive funding cuts hanging over its head 

for over a year. This has virtually paralysed all their 

activities and has been very hard on the staff.  

All of us at the Friends passionately believe in the 

importance of having a strong and vital Library in a 

community- even in this fast-changing world. The State 

Library is the interface between a vast collection of 

unique South Australian material and those who want 

to access it.  

Your Committee have asked me to write to the 

relevant Ministers asking them to reconsider before 

these cuts are set in stone. They, of course, need to 

know where the community wants its tax dollars spent. 

If you have the opportunity to spread the message, 

whether it be by word of mouth or other means, 

please seriously consider doing so right now.  

As it happens, this coincides with the retirement of 

Alan Smith and the search for his predecessor. 

Whether this position is filled from within the ranks or 

from outside remains to be seen. We wish Alan all 

happiness in his retirement and his recent marriage, 

which no doubt precipitated his decision. 

So the next 12 months will be a crucial time for the 

Library. And naturally, our fortunes are inextricably 

interwoven with theirs… 

 

Watch this space.   

 

Mark Gilbert 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

VISIT TO Z WARD - 

Behind the Walls        (continued) 

The occupants, before they were locked in for the 

night, had to take off all their clothes and put them in 

a black container outside the door, so they would not 

be able to use them as a means of self-harm or to 

escape.  

 
 

 
 

Visit to the State Records of SA 
The tour will last about 1 ½ to 2 hours and they will 

show us in particular a selection of records relating to 

the early history of Adelaide and South Australia, 

such as the original letters patent, establishing the 

province of South Australia, plans and drawings for 

early Adelaide buildings and records about early 

explorers. 

We plan to have lunch somewhere nearby after the 

tour. We can organise transport if you have trouble 

getting there. 

WHEN: 10.30am Wednesday 17 July 
WHERE: State Records, 115 Cavan Road, Gepps Cross 
ENTRY: FREE 
RSVP: 12 July to slsafriends@sa.gov.au  
             or phone 8207 7255 
 

 

 

 

VISIT TO Z WARD - 

Behind the Walls 
Elizabeth Hambly 
 
 

 
 

On Wednesday 15 May a group of Friends and their 

friends enjoyed a fascinating tour of Glenside’s Z Ward, 

the place of detention for the criminally insane in South 

Australia for almost 90 years.  It was designed by E. J. 

Woods, the architect who designed the Mortlock wing 

of the State Library; the building was completed in 

1885.  We all admired the beautiful brickwork of the 

exterior and afterwards saw, behind the building, a 

complete “Ha Ha wall” which was designed to stop the 

inmates from escaping. We then went inside to see 

how they lived.   

 

Our excellent guide, David, told us the history of the 

establishment and related many stories about the life 

of the men detained there — there were no women. 

He showed us the cells each slept in and the common 

eating area.  Each cell was designed with a ventilation 

flue in a corner to provide fresh air, as the window 

could not be opened.  

 

The ward was originally called L Ward, but the name 

was changed because the words were frequently 

misheard as “Hell Ward”!  The building was 

mailto:slsafriends@sa.gov.au


  
                   

Friends of the State Library of SA - GPO Box 419  Adelaide  SA  5001 - Ph: 08 8207 7255 – slsafriends@sa.gov.au 
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OUR POP-UP BOOKSHOP 

(continued) 
 

We have yet to put the finishing touches to the 
shelves, and we have lots of books on Gardening, 
Sport, Health and other subjects still to come 
from our warehouse. The Bookshop is a work in 
progress and we hope it will soon become a well-
known part of our operations.  

If you haven’t had yet a chance to pop in to our 
Pop-up Bookshop please do when you’re next in 
the city.  You’ll find some rare and interesting 
books, perhaps a great gift - and you never know 
- there might be something there you didn’t know 
you needed until you see it! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER… 
The schedule continues to be a busy one for the Friends 

with our Pop-Up Bookshop still continuing, Valmai 

Hankel’s Portrait presentation and State Records visit 

just to name a few. 

Also some of our wonderful Friends volunteers will be 

looking after the office while I am on leave for 2 weeks 

with my family. 

Make sure you come and visit our new Pop-Up 

Bookshop. You may just find a lost treasure. 

 – Leah Cronin 

 

 

 

 FRIENDS OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday and Wednesday: 

10.00am to 2.00pm 
Tuesday and Thursday: 

10.00am to 3.30pm 

OUR POP-UP BOOKSHOP 
A bookworm’s view 
 

 

 
 

Our little Pop-up Bookshop opened on the 3 to 5 
May first weekend of the History Festival. We 
welcomed 150 visitors on the first three days and 
made sales of over $1800. It was great to see our 
foyer and office full of books (our core interest!) 
and people quietly browsing. We remained open 
after that weekend and have since made 
additional sales of over $1000.   

Our new bookshelves were installed just in time 
and filled with quality books on History, 
Biography and Politics, and a selection on the 
Arts, Food, Wine and Travel.  
 

 
 

There was a great deal of interest in the 
collectible and vintage books in the office area. 
Displayed on tables and on shelves, these 
represented the higher end of the used book 
market, and included some rare and antiquarian 
volumes which were appreciated by serious 
collectors. Purchases from this section went well, 
and we need to replenish our stocks of this type 
of publication.  If you’re downsizing your home 
book collection, please consider donating quality 
items to your Friends Pop-up Bookshop. 
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Oodi – Helsinki Central Library Finland 
 

The building looks as if it has just landed, coming from 

another planet! The recently opened Helsinki Central 

Library Oodi is located in the cultural centre of Helsinki. 

It was designed and constructed by Finns using a large 

amount of Finnish spruce, as a key project of the 100th 

anniversary year of Finland’s independence. The 

construction costs of Oodi were covered by the City of 

Helsinki and the state of Finland.  

 
       Oodi – Helsinki Central Library Finland (Photo: J Walkley) 

Residents and particularly the Friends of the Central 

Library were involved in the building’s design and 

naming. Oodi is open Monday-Friday from 8am to 10pm 

and on Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 8pm, funded 

by taxation revenue. The library is strongly involved in 

the implemention of the key values of Finnish society: 

education and equality.  

The population of Finland is roughly 5,500,000 and in 

2017 there were 853 public libraries, 134 bookmobiles, 

50,000,000 library visits and 37,000,000 web page views. 

“Borrow books, read magazines, enjoy lunch, work, hang 

out, see a movie, study, hold a meeting, organise events, 

enjoy a glass of wine, learn about EUs activities, create 

music, meet friends, sew curtains, play with children or 

play boardgames…. Oodi is both a house of literature 

and a versatile urban experience.”  

 
             National Library of Latvia in Riga (Photo: J Walkley) 

 

National Library of Latvia in Riga (Photo: J Walkley) 
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Wednesdays at One – June 2019 
Speaker: Molly Murn 


