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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Friend, 

This issue of our newsletter comes at a time of new challenges.   

The strange situation in which we find ourselves, our friends and families, our nation and indeed the world means 

we are having to adapt very quickly to new circumstances. I sincerely hope that you have all the support you need 

at this trying time. 

We have had to postpone or defer our meetings, outings and events, as indeed many other organizations have had 

to do. I look forward to re-instating these when things get back to normal. 

Meanwhile, Leah, our executive officer, is ‘keeping calm and carrying on’, albeit from her home office. She will be 

dealing with the day-to-day business of the Friends and using the opportunity to catch up with some backlog work. 

Books can still be ordered, memberships can still be renewed, and you can communicate with her by email. 

(leah.cronin@sa.gov.au) 

This newsletter is being distributed by email which means we can still keep in touch. It is available on our webpage 

as well. If you have any contributions you would like to make, please do get in touch, as we welcome letters to the 

editor, poems, articles or comments. 

A silver lining – we can indulge in binge-reading all those books we’ve been meaning to get around to!  

Happy reading, 

Angela Bannon  
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How you can support the Friends in 2020 
 

• Spread the word to your friends about becoming a member 
 

• Purchase a book or two from Australiana Publications 
 

• Forward the eNewsletter and relevant eNews announcements 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Your Library needs YOU! 

As you will probably know our Library has had the 

threat of massive funding cuts hanging over its head 

for over a year. This has virtually paralysed all their 

activities and has been very hard on the staff.  

All of us at the Friends passionately believe in the 

importance of having a strong and vital Library in a 

community- even in this fast-changing world. The State 

Library is the interface between a vast collection of 

unique South Australian material and those who want 

to access it.  

Your Committee have asked me to write to the 

relevant Ministers asking them to reconsider before 

these cuts are set in stone. They, of course, need to 

know where the community wants its tax dollars spent. 

If you have the opportunity to spread the message, 

whether it be by word of mouth or other means, 

please seriously consider doing so right now.  

As it happens, this coincides with the retirement of 

Alan Smith and the search for his predecessor. 

Whether this position is filled from within the ranks or 

from outside remains to be seen. We wish Alan all 

happiness in his retirement and his recent marriage, 

which no doubt precipitated his decision. 

So the next 12 months will be a crucial time for the 

Library. And naturally, our fortunes are inextricably 

interwoven with theirs… 

 

Watch this space.   

 

Mark Gilbert 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ON BOOKS AND READING 

 

I love the feel of a book. I love the touch and smell 
and sound of the pages. I love the handling. A book 
is a sensual thing. You sit curled in a chair with it or 
like me you take it to bed and it’s, well, 
enveloping. Weird I am. I know. What the Hell? As 
Bobby Bowe says to everything. You either get it or 
you don’t. When my father first took me to Ennis 
Library I went down among the shelves and 
felt company, not only the company of the writers, 
but the readers too, because they had lifted and 
opened and read these books. The books 
were worn in a way they can only get worn by 
hands and eyes and minds, these were the literal 
original Facebooks, the books where faces had 
been, and I just loved it, the whole strange sense 
of being aboard a readership. 
  

Irish novelist Niall Williams’s History of the 
Rain (Bloomsbury, London, 2014, p.62) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

VISIT TO SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 

PARLIAMENT RESEARCH 

LIBRARY 
Elizabeth Hambly 
 
 

On Thursday 13th February a group of about 20 

Friends were given a most interesting tour of this 

library by the Parliamentary Librarian, Dr John 

Weste.  We learnt that this is the oldest library in 

South Australia, dating from 1856 and it is a legal 

deposit library.  It is only for the use of members 

of parliament, but it is open it to the public for 

tours. 

 

There are over 700, 000 items in the collection, 

but only 9% of these are in print form. Dr Weste 

showed us a large digital screen which 

parliamentarians can consult about electorates 

and election results. 

We were shown a 17th century bible and then 

some early books of photos. In a reading room 

area there were many different newspapers and 

beautiful furniture from the early 20th century 

including tall shelves lined with series of books.  

In another area there were 3 unexpected objects 

- 2 mappa mundi, similar to the one in the 

Mortlock Library with a hole where Adelaide is, 

and an orrery which is on loan from the 

Astronomical Society.  

 

 
 

 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER… 
Certainly 2020 is a year that will be remembered 

in the history books.   

Our Australiana Publications committee has 

been busy with First Across the Simpson Desert 

and Adelaide, Queen City of the South.  The 

paperback copies of First Across the Simpson 

Desert are now available. 

Hope you and all those special to you are well. 

– Leah Cronin 
 

 

OFFICE CURRENTLY CLOSED 
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BOOKISH CROSSWORD 
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POEM 

Many of us are sorting, downsizing and finding 
new homes for some of our beloved books. 
Roger Mitchell, an American poet, explores the 
complex feelings we have about this activity 
we undertake with some reluctance. 
 

Giving a Box of Books Away 
by Roger Mitchell 
Paris Review Issue 182 (Fall 2007) 
 
Little caskets of my former dreams, 
I feed you back into the Ganges 
of living perceptions, extravagant 
longings, that life, no matter how 
scattered, buffeted, ridden by floods 
of feeling and need, can’t do without. 
Let somebody else finish Tasso. 
Let somebody else put the citadel 
of Plutarch, the shield of Proust 
on the shelf above his bed to protect him 
from a life without extravagant hope. 
My underlinings in Freud, my shouts 
in the margins of Dostoyevsky, my first 
edition of Goodbye Wisconsin, my 
Swap and Go: Home Exchanging 
As a Way of Life, as the way of my life 
becomes clear and less cluttered, 
I set afloat in the sleepy bulrushes 
of the delta like a child I couldn’t keep. 
Good-bye ambition, good-bye to keeping 
around what even memory lets go. 
The sea greets us like a long-lost friend 
while gigantic mountains of cumulonimbus 
collapse and inflate across the sky. 
 

Authors Bio 
Roger Mitchell taught at Indiana University but 

now lives in the Adirondack Mountains of the 

northern New Your State.  His new and 

selected poems, LEMON PEELED THE 

MOMENT BEFORE, was published in 2008 and 

his latest book, REASON’S DREAM, in 2018. 

Contact address:  

POB 457 
120 Hesseltine Rd. 
Jay   NY   12941 
 

FROM A MEMBER… 

Peter Summerside 
 

"Even when reading is impossible, the presence of 

books acquired produces such an ecstasy that the 

buying of more books than one can read is nothing 

less than the soul reaching towards infinity ... we 

cherish books even if unread, their mere presence 

exudes comfort, their ready access reassurance." 
Edward Newton 

 

 
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE ADELAIDE, QUEEN CITY OF THE SOUTH 

 

Solution to “Bookish” Crossword 
Across   Down 
7 – binding   1 - pages 
10 – bonefolder  2 - printed 
11 – footnote  3 - library 
13 – reading  4 - bibliophile 
14 – header  5 - dictionary 
17 – type   6 - gliding 
19 – signatures  8 - catalogue 
21 – index   9 -covers 
23 – contents  12 - letter 
24 – paper   15 - font 
25 – sewer   16 - paste 
   18 - pen 
   20 - stamp 
   22 - novel 
 

https://theparisreview.org/poetry/5800/giving-a-box-of-books-away-roger-mitchell
http://www.australianapublications.org.au/store/p79/PRE-ORDER__Adelaide%2C_Queen_City_of_the_South.html

