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A note from the President
Professor Rick Sarre
Dear Friend,
The year continues to offer very exciting programs. We have our events in the History Festival
coming up, and the book sale (May 6-7) is rapidly approaching.
I was at the Coomandook Book Fair on Good Friday promoting my book Life Actually. I spoke of
the Friends of the State Library during the interview with me. I should add that the memoir was a
‘sell-out’ at Writers Week (well, all 6 copies). I interviewed Barry Jones, Peter Doherty, Rachel
Menzies and Ross Menzies, and poet Geoff Goodfellow during Writers Week. The podcasts of all
of

the

talks

are

available

via

the

internet.

Search

from

https://www.adelaidefestival.com.au/writers-week/2022-podcasts .
I recently gave talks at the Effective Living Centre (Wayville) and the University of the Third Age
(Port Adelaide) on matters to do with freedom of expression. All hail the power of the book, I
reminded the audiences.
There is a new book to be launched in May, Writing for His Life, a biography of Stewart Cockburn,
written by his daughter Jenny Cockburn. Stewart died in 2009. The centenary of his birth was last
year. Stewart’s second wife was Jennifer Cashmore (in her married name, Adamson, she was the
member for Coles from 1977 to 1993). Jennifer was South Australia's first female Minister of Health
(in the Tonkin Government) from 1979-1982. Incidentally, during the debate on the Bill to ban
cigarette advertising, she planned to cross the floor. The Liberals filibustered until 2am but she
stayed for the vote, despite the fact that she had a broken ankle and was on crutches, and was
getting married (to Stewart) the next day. I plan to assist author Jenny (who lives in Washington
DC) to promote the book. It champions the essential role in a democracy of investigative
journalism.
Rick

Visit to the
David Roche
Foundation
Gallery
Adelaide businessman and entrepreneur, David Jerome

Over 3,000 artefacts of fabulous artistic and historical

Roche

significance covered every wall and surface: paintings,

AM

(1930–2013),

formed

the

David

Roche

Foundation in 1999 to preserve his large collection of art

sculptures,

and design, a rich legacy that he bequeathed to us, the

embroidery,

people of South Australia, and to the nation. This private

ceramics -- all selected for their exquisite craftsmanship

house-museum was opened in 2016 by former Prime

in

Minister, Paul Keating. The original house, an Australian

collections of walking canes, hat-pins, small boxes,

Federation sandstone villa, was Mr. Roche’s long-time

miniatures, intaglios, Staffordshire figurines and even

home, and visiting it has an intimate feel, as if the

silver and coral baby rattles. The nearest there was to a

gentleman himself had invited us in.

“downstairs” in Fermoy House was Mr. Roche’s kitchen,

candelabra,
and

luxurious

glass,

especially,

materials.

clocks,
furniture

There

were

metalwork,
and

choice

captivating

with his old original cooker and sink, surrounded by
The Director, Robert Reason, gave an introductory talk

glorious collections of folk art, whimsy, china chickens,

in the Roman Room, and the late Martyn Cook, Mr.

naïve craft, sand pictures along with antique mechanical

Roche’s long-time friend and former Museum Director,

moneyboxes and toys. My favourite find was a Royal

spoke to us via video.

Doulton perfume bottle shaped like a book.

We were about to see one of the world’s finest

In what is now the Russian Room, Mr. Roche would

collections

late-eighteenth-and-early-nineteenth-

receive guests to discuss his other passion -- dogs. The

century English Regency and French Empire fine and

of

wallpaper here is royal blue with bold gold stars like that

decorative arts, objets d’art, and furniture, as well as

in the Pavlovsk Palace in St Petersburg; all around were

Russian Imperial opulence collected over decades of

malachite objects, mahogany, busts, bureaus, military

trips to Paris, London, Moscow, St Petersburg, New York

paintings and a striking portrait of Catherine the Great.

and Rome. All had been selected according to their

An adjoining room houses the “dog library” containing

dizzying provenance, beauty, colour and form.

books on breeding and showing pedigree dogs.

In the hallways, gilt-framed paintings of horses were

Cynophilists have a soul-mate in Mr. Roche. Luxury

hanging above doors up to the ceiling, with barely a

kennels for his purebreds - especially Afghan hounds,

space between them. We were shown through themed

Smooth Fox Terriers and Irish Blue Terriers -- were

rooms, each with their own unique chandeliers. Every

built outside Fermoy House. During his lifetime, Mr.

wall-paper told a story; the bespoke carpets we were

Roche’s dogs won more awards than any other exhibitor

walking on were each chosen for a reason; every window

in Australia. Abroad, he judged in some 25 countries, and

was hung with thick, ruched drapery. Cabinets were

at Crufts in 1969 he was the youngest-ever, and the first

filled with porcelain from the very best European

Australian, judge. Clearly, he applied his fine eye to

factories.

assess perfection in dogs, as well as in antiques. Even
visitors who are not dog-lovers cannot fail to appreciate

In the dining room there was furniture used by

the moving and affectionately-rendered paintings of

Napoleon Bonaparte; a soft Chinoiserie bedroom was

dogs in the collection, mostly by specialists such as

decorated with delicate hand-painted wallpaper; the den

Edwin Landseer.

contained an awe-inspiring display of ceramics and
canine

strongly-

Where the kennels once were, three spacious galleries

Neoclassical leaf-brown room was a round table carrying

paintings;

in

Mr.

Roche’s

own

now adjoin the original house and, the day we visited,

a micro-mosaic of a smiling boyish bacchant.

there was a costume exhibition. Displays are always
changing and I look forward to future exhibitions. One
visit to the David Roche Gallery is certainly not enough!

- A Member of the Friends

Books in my Life by Professor Rick
Sarre
A Tuesday Talk

For those who attended Rick's A Tuesday Talk in March 2022, a list of his books discussed is below:
Glanville Williams, Learning the Law
Geoffrey Robertson, The Tyrannicide Brief
Patrizia Romito, A Deafening Silence
Antonio Buti, Brothers: Justice, Corruption and the Mickelbergs
Penelope Debelle, Red Silk: The Life of Elliott Johnston QC
Colin McPhedran, White Butterflies
Andrew Boe, The Truth Hurts
Mark Godsey, Blind Justice
Chester Porter, The Gentle Art of Persuasion
Richard Harding, Private Prisons and Public Accountability
Ngaire Naffine, Law and the Sexes: Explorations in Feminist Jurisprudence
Gillian Triggs, Speaking Up
Adam Wakeling, Stern Justice
Shane Bauer, American Prison: A reporter’s undercover journey into the business of punishment
Malcolm Knox, Secrets of the Jury Room
Louise Milligan, Cardinal: The rise and fall of George Pell
Richard Beasley, Dead in the Water
Philippe Sands, East-West Street: On the origins of genocide and crimes against humanity
Justine Nolan and Martijn Boersma, Addressing Modern Slavery
Nicholas Hasluck, A Grain of Truth
John Grisham, The Firm
John Murray, Arresting the Demons

The subject of my talk drew upon books by lawyers writing about the
practice of law, commentators writing about the deficiencies of law,
academics proposing law reform, judges and barristers writing
fictional stories about the law, and non-legal novelists setting up legal
scenarios where the law is centre-stage. Interspersed into this eclectic
range of books was an historical narrative (Robertson), a biography
(Debelle),

a

jurisprudential

musing

(Naffine),

a

glimpse

into

international law (Sands) and the political interferences that plague
law policy-making (Triggs). But if I were required to make a
reference to one author, keep your eye on anything written by the
young (well, much younger than me at 35 years) Queensland
author/legal practitioner/historian Adam Wakeling. How someone so
young can write with such authority is mind-blowing.

Books in my Life by Bishop Chris
McLeod
A Tuesday Talk

Reverend Chris McLeod is the new Dean of our beloved architectural marvel, St Peter’s Cathedral. Bishop Chris’s talk
took listeners on a wonderful journey through his life with reference to nine of his favourite books.
Chris is a foundational member of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council, and continues
as a member of the Anglican Indigenous Network. He is of Gurindji (Arnhem Land) descent; his mother and
grandmother being members of the Stolen Generations. Indeed, he is the National Aboriginal Bishop of the Anglican
Church of Australia, so it was not surprising that Indigenous artist Sally Morgan’s 1987 autobiography My Place was top
of his list. Talking about this work allowed him to introduce the theme of his talk: that the books that have had most
appeal to him have all been about exploring national and cultural identities.
In reference to the works of Richard Holloway, Bishop Chris reminded us that throughout history we have told
ourselves stories to make sense of our place in a small corner of one of billions of galaxies. In singing the praises of
Tim Winton, Chris highlighted the value of story-telling and reminding us that humans are frail beings, with our
faults, yet strengths such as the ability to overcome adversity. And in pointing to the historical narratives of Henry
Reynolds and Nicholas Clements (especially The Black War which argues that Tasmanian colonists had conducted a
long and bloody guerrilla war with the Aboriginal population for possession of that island) Chris spoke of the
importance of reconciliation, both politically and spiritually, in this country, noting that that is only possible if we
engage in what has become to be known as ‘truth-telling’. Truth-telling, he reminded us, is about identity; it is about
narratives; it is about personal stories of struggles and victories.

The final work to which Chris referred was (not surprisingly) the Bible,
and with reference to this tome, the Bishop was able to draw the above
themes together. This collection of books, pieced into one volume
finally by the fifth century, tells stories, he reported, of the search for
identity, the frailty of humankind as we try to make sense of our
existence and the importance of purpose-seeking even if answers are
not immediately apparent. Make no mistake: this brand of Christian
theology is not mainstream. It is certainly not from the hymn sheet of
the evangelicals. Chris appears not too worried if the mystery of the
human condition remains a mystery. How very refreshing! The Bishop
allowed me to re-position myself away from existential angst and into
purposeful longing as I left the theatre!

- Rick Sarre

Books in my Life by Bishop Chris
McLeod
A Tuesday Talk

Bishop Chris McLeod is of Gurindji descent. As well as being the Dean of St Peter’s Anglican cathedral he is actively
involved with national church bodies working with and for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. His
‘Books in my Life’ talk for the Friends gave a penetrating and honest insight into his life journey.
As an Adelaide schoolboy Chris confessed he was not a reader, even with a mother who was an avid reader, and in a
house full of books. He came back to reading as a young man working at Mitsubishi at Tonsley, when he discovered
Lord of the Rings – drawn by the intriguing cover. Reading the book during lunch and tea breaks, ‘It really set me on a
journey …’ It was a journey that led him into the priesthood.
All nine of the books Chris discussed described the journey of life. Sally Morgan’s My place carried a particular
resonance with its description of a family discovering and coming to terms with being of Aboriginal descent. My
Brother Jack (George Johnston), Catcher in the Rye (JD Salinger), Cloudstreet (Tim Winton), and Bishop Richard
Holloway’s autobiography all describe other versions of the life journey. The Black War by Nicholas Clements,
recounting the history of Tasmanian Aboriginal-European relations, was cited by Chris as an important truth-telling
work.
Perhaps not surprisingly, Chris finished by holding up his battered New Oxford edition of the Bible, with its multiple
stories about humans being human on a journey – the journey which we all share.

- Anthony Laube

PRE-PUBLICATION NOTICE
Reminiscences of Henry
Hammond Tilbrook

Bush Life
His youthful experiences in the
north of South Australia 1864-5,
with photographs taken in later life

Henry Hammond Tilbrook (1848-1937) was a wellknown

Adelaide

onward.

His

photographer

widely-circulated

from

the

1890s

photographs

of

SA’s Mid North are some of his best.
Less well-known is the fact that he first saw this country when a naïve youth working on Thomas
Elder’s properties. The frank, honest diaries of his adventures in the 1860s, held by the State Library,
have

been

Tilbrook's

painstakingly

edited

transcribed,

Reminiscences

are

giving
now

to

fascinating
be

insights

published,

into

an

itinerant

complemented

with

worker’s
many

life.

striking

photographs.

Subscriber
Following

an

Deluxe
Subscribers’

Limited

copies are reserved before publication, and

old

tradition,

copies,

underwrite the cost of printing. The List of

Australia

Subscribers will be printed in the book.

RRP $110

Subscribers will receive a superior version

Pre-publication Price $95

of the Deluxe edition in a hand-made slip
case. $350 (includes $250 tax deductible
component)
Please note: Subscriber applications close
on

Monday, 9 May 2022

to

99

hand-bound

numbered
in

South

Paperback
RRP $50
Pre-publication Price $45

08 8207 7255
slsafriends@sa.gov.au
North Terrace, Adelaide SA
www.friendsofthestatelibrarysa.org.au
www.australianapublications.org.au

PRE-PUBLICATION ORDERS ARE NOW BEING SOUGHT

PRE-PUBLICATION
ORDER FORM

Name

Address

Phone

Email

For Sponsorship enquiries please contact the Friends office
I am a Member of the Friends
I wish to order a Subscriber copy

RRP

A$350

Closes 9 May 2022

Reserve me ..... Deluxe copies

RRP

A$110

Members A$95

Reserve me ..... Paperback copies

RRP

A$50

Members A$45

Add
A$15

Shipping per item (within Australia)

OR

Hold for collection

TOTAL

A$..............

Payment Options:
Cheque attached

A$

made payable to the Friends of the State Library of SA

Please charge my

Visa

Mastercard

A$

Card Number
Expiry Date
Card Holder's Name
Please print clearly)

Signed:

For

Date:

electronic payments, please refer to the Australiana Publications

website:

http://www.australianapublications.org.au/store/p97/Bush_Life.html
Or contact the Friends office.

RARE DELUXE IN STOCK
Gillen's Modest Record - His journal of the Spencer-Gillen
anthropological expedition across Australia, 1901 - 02.
Edited by Philip Jones

Handbound Hardback Number #39
$90 Members | $100 non-Members
BUY NOW
http://www.australianapublications.org.au

Welcome and Farewell
We welcome into
Membership:
Byrnette Brown
Nigel Charlesworth
David Heidenreich
Geoffrey Lemmey
John Russell
Ann Rymill
Dan Surdan
Robert Sutherland
Eric Van Kryssen
Alexis Wagner
We farewell the following Member of the Friends:
The late Rob Linn

What's On
@ The Friends

April 2022 –
FRIENDS SHOW & TELL – When We Were Young by Angela Bannon
Thursday, 28 April 2022 10.30am-11.30am
Hetzel Lecture Theatre, Institute Building
Cost: $10
May 2022 –
A TUESDAY TALK – Books in my Life by Stephanie Johnston
Tuesday, 1 May 2022, 11am-12pm
Hetzel Lecture Theatre, Institute Building
Cost: Free
SA'S HISTORY FESTIVAL
Book Sale
Friday 6 May 2022, 10am-5pm & Saturday 7 May 2022, 12pm-4pm
Institute Room & Friends Room, Institute Building
Cost: Free
AND
Bookbinding Demonstration
Saturday, 28 May 2022 12pm-4pm
Circulating Library, Institute Building
Cost: Free
Coming soon ...
June 2022
FOOD EVENT - Solstice Winter Warmer
Wednesday, 22 June 2022 - Location TBA
Cost: TBA
WANT MORE FRIENDS EVENTS?
KEEP AN EYE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AND WEBSITE

Wanted: Friends Book Group Members
YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN the SLSA FRIENDS OLDEST BOOK CLUB
MEETINGS are on the Second Tuesday of the month 10-12AM.
Amazing reviews & discussions on a CHOSEN TOPIC.
Next Meeting Tuesday, 10 May 2022. Enquire 0415 052 174 & 0401 810 622

From the Executive Assistant, Jayne French
As we welcome in the cooler weather, the Friends room is anything but! With the tireless
assistance of our volunteers, we have been busy carting, sorting and pricing a large
volume of books ready for the SA's History Festival Book Sale on 6 and 7 May 2022 - see
our website, social media, and email Inbox for more information. Make sure you come in
the interim to find your own special addition to your collection before it is snapped up!
We have a wide range of categories from anthropology, military, poetry to Australiana
and biography.
The Friends book and gift shop is open 5 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm, as well as
online for orders and enquiries.
A special mention to our 3rd profile of a Friends volunteer who you
will surely recognise as our very own illustrious Trevor Grant! We
just want to thank those who quietly and patiently volunteer with the
Friends behind the scenes, ensuring it runs smoothly.
Please feel free to contact me with any queries you have via email or
phone. I am more than happy to help you!
Thank you again for your ongoing support of the Friends. I wish you
a warm Autumn and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Jayne

Friends Volunteer Profile
Trevor Grant
How long have you been a Friends member?
12 years – I was recruited by the late Alan Brissenden, whom I had known for decades as
one of my University lecturers back in the 1960s.
The best part of being a Friends member?
The charming people, the pleasant central location, but, above all, being surrounded by
an environment where the written word is so appreciated, cherished and promoted by
everyone.
How long have you been assisting the Friends as Secretary?
I have been in this position for 10 years under the Presidencies of Elizabeth Hambly,
Elizabeth Burge, Mark Gilbert, Angela Bannon and, currently, Rick Sarre. It has been a
pleasure to work with each of them and adapting to their styles.
How else are you involved with the Friends?
Primarily with the Program Sub-Committee, organising the annual program of events,
which we try to make as varied and attractive as possible. Working in recent years with
Australiana Publications has been exciting – to find new works to consider publishing
and very recently working as an editor. Helping to organise book sales is fun, but a
challenge; I try to attend all Tuesday Talks which are always illuminating and variously
entertaining. Then there is the Crime Book Club, now running successfully for 5 years
with our hard-core 12 members!
What are you favourite pastimes?
Reading, opera – I am an opera-maniac, movie-going, classical music, gardening, dining
out with friends and family.
Anything else you wish to add, Trevor?
It was a great privilege to have been an English teacher for 40 years in both Canada and
the UK, but for the last 30 years at Pembroke until my retirement in 2004. There I met
and married my late wife, who was the Pembroke Senior School librarian. The most
challenging and rewarding teaching was for the International Baccalaureate, for my last
16 years there, but I enjoyed all Senior School teaching especially. I do not miss the
endless marking; in many ways I have never been busier than I am now!

"Books are the quietest and most constant of friends;
they are the most accessible and wisest of counselors, and
the most patient of teachers."
― Charles W. Eliot

Friends normal opening hours
Monday - Friday
10am - 2pm
Not open public holidays
Friends of the State Library of SA - GPO Box 419 Adelaide SA 5001
Institute Building, State Library, North Tce, Adelaide
Ph: 08 8207 7255 – slsafriends@sa.gov.au
www.friendsofthestatelibrarysa.org.au/

