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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Members, 

Well, it’s good to have our Library open again! I hope you’ve been able to pop in; and the new look Library Café is a 

great place to meet up for a coffee or lunch. 

The Friends’ Rooms are open again at last. Our hours have been changed slightly, and are now 10am till 2pm, 

Monday to Thursday. We’ve been busy behind the scenes re-organising the rooms so you will see some changes 

when you call in. Hope you’ll like the new look. 

 

Our Pop-up Bookshop is back in action, and you’ll find some great bargains there; popular fiction, cookery, history, 

biography, (all at silly prices), as well as a selection of quality antiquarian and collectable books.  This is open to the 

public of course, so tell all your friends. 

 

Don’t forget, our Australiana Publications are available both in the Rooms and online, as usual. Our volunteer 

bookbinding team has been very busy producing the deluxe edition of our latest publication ‘First Across the 

Simpson Desert’ by Edmund (Ted) Colson, with an introduction by our national treasure Valmai Hankel, and 

additional material by Dennis Hall.  

 

Look out for ‘Adelaide Queen City of the South’ which is being printed as I write. This is a collection of photographs 

of old Adelaide streets, shops and businesses by Leonard Samuel Curtis with an introduction by historian Bernard 

Whimpress. It will make a great Christmas present. 

 

Our old favourite Wednesday at One has been re-vamped, in close partnership with the Library’s Live and Learn 

talks, to be remade as A Tuesday Talk – Books in my Life. Register by phone or online to enjoy these events - and do 

stay for lunch at the Library Café, as the talks will now be at 11.00am. 

 

Some of our outings and events are still on hold, but I hope we can re-boot these in the new year. Still no decision 

about how we’ll manage our AGM and end of year events, but we’ll keep you informed as information comes to 

hand. 

 

Meanwhile, stay safe,  

Warm regards 

Angela Bannon 

 
  

 

 

 

AUG/SEPT 2020 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Your Library needs YOU! 

As you will probably know our Library has had the 

threat of massive funding cuts hanging over its head 

for over a year. This has virtually paralysed all their 

activities and has been very hard on the staff.  

All of us at the Friends passionately believe in the 

importance of having a strong and vital Library in a 

community- even in this fast-changing world. The State 

Library is the interface between a vast collection of 

unique South Australian material and those who want 

to access it.  

Your Committee have asked me to write to the 

relevant Ministers asking them to reconsider before 

these cuts are set in stone. They, of course, need to 

know where the community wants its tax dollars spent. 

If you have the opportunity to spread the message, 

whether it be by word of mouth or other means, 

please seriously consider doing so right now.  

As it happens, this coincides with the retirement of 

Alan Smith and the search for his predecessor. 

Whether this position is filled from within the ranks or 

from outside remains to be seen. We wish Alan all 

happiness in his retirement and his recent marriage, 

which no doubt precipitated his decision. 

So the next 12 months will be a crucial time for the 

Library. And naturally, our fortunes are inextricably 

interwoven with theirs… 

 

Watch this space.   

 

Mark Gilbert 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

QUIZ 
Solve this selection of well-known books & their authors 

– the list includes four of our own publications. 
 

1. U  JJ 
2. ATWIED JV 

3. SM  GE 
4. FBAW  AH 

5. LOTF  WG 

6. LCL  DHL 
7. RC  DD 

8. TWITW KG 
9. UA  GHW 

10.  TWOTW HGW 
11.  AF  GO 

12.  DZ  BP 

13.  DC  CD 
14.  TWB  CK 

15.  TI  RLS 
16.  TNTOSA JDW 

17.  PP  JMB 

18.  LW  LMA 
19.  SWS  RL 

20.  WH  EB 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY BOOK CLUB 
Elizabeth Hambly 
 
 

Our book club members were delighted to meet 

again in person this month, at the Friends’ room, 

when we discussed books about cartography and 

cartographers.  We had not met since February, 

when we looked at the works of Dr Samuel Johnson.  

At the end of last year our whole year’s program had 

been planned so it was decided to continue reading 

and discussing, not on Zoom, as many groups did, 

but by writing our reviews and comments and 

sending them via email. 

As we always choose a topic, rather than a single 

book, this worked quite well, although at the 

beginning of the shutdown it was hard to borrow 

books from local libraries.  Topics covered, before 

the cartographers, were American Nobel Prize 

winners (Steinbeck, Faulkner and Hemmingway), 

engineers, Henry Lawson and magazines.  All very 

rich and varied subjects which would have been 

good for discussion in a group.  Now we can look 

forward to the rest of the year when we will be 

reading travellers’ tales and books about the Weimar 

Republic and discussing them in person, all being 

well! 

CRIME BOOK CLUB 
Trevor Grant 
 

Nothing can stop the 12 current members in our 

Crime Book Club from meeting on the 4th Tuesday of 

each month at 2 pm, though three of our recent 

meeting were via Zoom. We have now been in 

existence for over 4 years. Each month a member 

chooses a book which we all then read; discussion is 

inevitably lively and frank opinions are often poles 

apart, but there has been no physical violence as yet. 

Recent choices have included The Godmother 

(Cayre), Ecstasy Lake (Sarre), Brighton Rock (Greene) 

and The Minotaur (Goldsworthy). Forthcoming 

choices are Ripley’s Game (Highsmith), Death of a 

Typographer (Gadd) and The Chamber (Grisham), so 

it is easy to see how eclectic we are, as our reading in 

2020 encompasses the last 90 years in this very 

popular literary genre! 

Our numbers are very stable, but we would always 
welcome another interested member or two, since 
there is invariably absence. 
 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER… 
Having the doors open once again has been an 

interesting transition.  When it first occurred there 

were very few visitors in a week.  Now we are 

gradually having more and more people come say 

hello and enjoy our selection of books with a 

majority purchasing either one of our publications 

or something from the pop-up bookshop.  

Thank you again for your ongoing support and I 

look forward to having a chat next time you visit 

the rooms. 

 – Leah Cronin 
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PEDANTS’ CORNER 
 

A dangling participle walks into a bar. Enjoying a cocktail 

and chatting with the bartender, the evening passes 

pleasantly. 

A bar was walked into by the passive voice. 

An oxymoron walked into a bar, and the silence was 

deafening. 

Hyperbole totally rips into this insane bar and absolutely 

destroys everything. 

A non sequitur walks into a bar. In a strong wind, even 

turkeys can fly. 

Papyrus and Comic Sans walk into a bar. The bartender 

says, "Get out -- we don't serve your type." 

A mixed metaphor walks into a bar, seeing the 

handwriting on the wall but hoping to nip it in the bud. 

A comma splice walks into a bar, it has a drink and then 

leaves. 

Three intransitive verbs walk into a bar. They sit. They 

converse. They depart. 

At the end of the day, a cliché walks into a bar -- fresh as 

a daisy, cute as a button, and sharp as a tack. 

Falling slowly, softly falling, the chiasmus collapses to 

the bar floor. 

A verb walks into a bar, sees a beautiful noun, and 

suggests they conjugate. The noun declines. 

A simile walks into a bar, as parched as a desert. 

A hyphenated word and a non-hyphenated word walk 

into a bar and the bartender nearly chokes on the irony. 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Nostalgia 
 

The good news is that I have reached 80 and am still going. 

The Adelaide families shared two days of nostalgia over a 

sunny July weekend. We walked past the homes I lived in as 

a child after the war, and before I married Ian. 

 

The memories tumbled over themselves as I recollected a 

childhood near the beaches at Seacliff, Brighton, 

and Glenelg and the Uni days at Unley Park…  

 

Catching the bus to Woodlands School from Seacliff to 

Glenelg aged 5 with the “big girls” keeping an eye on me; 

learning to smoke with the girl next door behind a hawthorn 

bush on the empty block and doing the drawback - never 

again! 

 

Listening to the Test cricket in the middle of the night; and 

the Davis Cup on the radio, (Sedgeman and McGregor 

and Hoad and Rosewall were the stars); Hillary’s "conquest" 

of Mt Everest; Landy’s Olympic 4-minute mile… 

 

Days spent at the beach, swimming and crabbing, where the 

blue line was much closer to shore than it is now. Digging 

tunnels with friends in the sandhills, (dangerous!)… 

Sputnik… Elvis... square-dancing, the home-made hits-board 

and learning to play tennis…. Home-grown fruit and 

vegetables…. keeping silkworms....  

 

The two storms destroying the Brighton and Glenelg jetties 

and the major earthquake creating cracks in the bedroom 

wall, as the wardrobe swayed and a dog barked….  

 

In 1952, first car, a green Holden for Sunday 

afternoon family drives.  

 

Behind stage for South Pacific at Her Majesty’s, in which my 

brother Pip was acting. 

 

Dances and parties, exams and sport; heat waves when the 

tarmac melted; learning the piano; the exciting 78 record of 

My Fair Lady; first ride on the back of a motorbike…. 

 

Ian arriving in his younger brother's car to take me out, our 

wedding at St Peter’s Cathedral on a cold wet May day and 

the marquee on the tennis court at home collapsing the 

night before from torrential rain... but we lasted 53 

years after that start! 

 

Mary Wilson 

Burnside 
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Ted Colson’s (actually Valmai’s) First Across the Simpson 

Desert is now having the final binding touches applied to 

the hardback Deluxe copies and will be available next 

week. It looks great and the binding team is justifiably 

proud of the handsome result.  Anthony Zammit has 

overseen the whole production, even finding a priceless 

roll of vintage binding cloth for the covers in a far-flung 

corner of his establishment.  They just don’t make material 

like that these days; it’s a beautiful rich red “desert sand“ 

colour. Perfectionists will notice the odd speck inclusion or 

wayward thread, but I can assure them that this is how the 

entire roll is and one must accept them as an integral part 

of the “character” of the binding. 

The paperbacks are available right now, and Leah is taking 

orders for all forms of the book and is ready to ship them 

out.   

Our next book, Adelaide Queen City of the South, thanks to 

Covid-19, has caught up with its predecessor. It is a reprint 

of a directory published in 1907. Liberally illustrated, it 

contains hundreds of photographs of churches, schools 

and businesses in Adelaide at the time, many of which will 

be familiar to those of you who grew up in Adelaide. It is 

enhanced by Bernard Whimpress’s well-researched 

introduction where we learn that the man behind the 

publication, Mr Leonard Samuel Curtis, came to an 

unfortunate end some years later under mysterious 

circumstances.  

As Bernard says “…some books demand to be resurrected” 

(We expect this to sell well) The book has been printed 

and binding is underway. This attractive publication should 

be ready in late September. 

Other projects in the formative stages include:  

 A reprint of Baudin’s famous letter to Governor 

King, Reflections of a Philosophical Voyager, this 

time with a specially commissioned cartoon by 

Bruce Petty.  

 A revised edition of the Australiana Publications 

bibliography to mark 25 years of publishing.  

 A new version of Sir Hubert Wilkins’ Under the 

North Pole, a wonderful account of his audacious 

attempt to navigate a submarine beneath the 

North polar ice-cap. It is particularly relevant to 

South Australians as the book includes some of his 

reminiscences of growing up in the mid North near 

Mt Bryan and Hallett. 

 An edited transcription of Henry Hammond 

Tilbrook’s diaries, describing his working in 

Adelaide and then travelling up through SA in 

search of more work and adventure. The 

manuscript is held in the State Library and the 

staff have already transcribed it. Trevor Grant 

and his team are working to reduce it to a 

manageable size. Tilbrook later went on to 

become a celebrated photographer from the 

1890s on, so the book will also feature some of 

his photographs of the areas described.    

Our subcommittee is gradually, but naturally, 

devolving into an Editorial Board and a Production 

Team. 

Mark Gilbert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS 

1. Ulysses; James Joyce 

2. Around the world in eighty days; Jules Verne 

3. Silas Marner; George Eliot 

4. Finding Burke and Wills; Alfred Howitt 

5.Lord of the flies; William Golding 

6. Lady Chatterley’s Lover; DH Lawrence 

7. Robinson Crusoe; Daniel Defoe 

8. The Wind in the Willows; Kenneth Graeme 

9. Undiscovered Australia; GH Wilkins 

10. The War of the Worlds; HG Wells 

11. Animal Farm; George Orwell 

12. Dr Zhivago; Boris Pasternak 

13. David Copperfield; Charles Dickens 

14. The Water Babies; Charles Kingsley 

15. Treasure Island; RL Stevenson 

16. The Native Tribes of South Australia; JD Woods 

17. Peter Pan; JM Barrie 

18. Little Women; Louisa May Alcott 

19. Sketching with Stuart; Rob Linn 

20. Wuthering Heights; Emily Bronte 
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