DECEMBER 2021

Friends' Newsletter
A Quarterly Newsletter Publication of The Friends of the State
Library of South Australia
Edited by Jane Walkley

A note from the outgoing President
Angela Bannon
ewell
Dear Friend,

far

As your outgoing President, I send my very best wishes to you and yours this Christmas and into
the New Year.
Warm thanks must go to the Friends’ Committee this year and last year. It’s certainly been a
strange time, with the necessary restrictions imposed on us all.
I have had tremendous support from my colleagues on the Committee and been the recipient of
their generous sharing of knowledge and expertise. Many thanks also to Jayne our EO, who joined
us part way through the year.
I’ve made some new friends and consolidated old friendships. That’s just one of the things this
organisation does well.
Rick Sarre, who has been a strong vice-president, was elected unopposed as your next President, at
our recent AGM. He will guide The Friends with a wise and steady leadership and sound
management. A very warm welcome to him in that role.
I look forward seeing what the future holds for the Library and for the Friends of the State Library
of South Australia.
Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and a safe and healthy 2022,

Angela
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Professor Rick Sarre
Dear Friend,
I was invited to join the State Library Foundation a number of years ago to add (I think) some
legal underpinnings to its endeavours. As it happened, the Foundation underwent a transformative
metamorphosis and I soon found myself in the very safe arms of an allied team, the Friends of the
State Library.
It has been superbly led (in my time) by Mark Gilbert and then Angela Bannon, and while I sit in
their knowledgeable and experienced shadow for the moment, I hope to burst into the sunlight in
due course. I thank them for their past leadership and ongoing support, and indeed the ongoing
expertise of all of the members of the Committee. The sustaining of all officers at the recent AGM
highlights the view of the membership of the Friends that we are well-served by this team.

Jayne French has quickly become adept at the role she has moved into as Executive Assistant.
Jayne, as some of you know, has a legal background, news of which warmed the cockles of my
heart. Geoff Strempel’s leadership of the State Library, too, inspires me with confidence that our
State’s literary heritage and future are in very good hands.
As TS Eliot said, the health of one’s community depends on how well it balances sentiments,
desires, and motivations. I am convinced that the way in which its libraries are built and nurtured
plays an essential role in shaping that balance. I look forward to a promising year ahead.
Rick

More about
Rick
Books in my Life

I

developed

my

reading

I usually had a novel or two in my

The third book is Law and the Sexes:

thanks to Enid Blyton. Poor Enid is

backpack when hitch-hiking. I had

Explorations in Feminist Jurisprudence

now somewhat out of vogue today,

with me in my travels Stephen King’s

by Ngaire Naffine (Allen and Unwin

but her legacy for my desire to access

frightening The Shining and Erich

1990). It forced me for the first time

the printed page is undeniable. It was

Maria Remarque’s evocative All Quiet

(a failing of my legal education to that

not long before I moved on to Arthur

on the Western Front. I picked them up

date) to consider that the way the law

Ransome’s books, beginning with his

at a garage sale. But in the stillness of

created the legal notion of the human

magnificent Swallows and Amazons.

the American backwoods, they were

being was fundamentally flawed. For
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both far too haunting to read, so I
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Australia’s greatest story-telling son,
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Colin
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love
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starting

with

have kept as they hold a special place

my significantly limited mindset.

the Stubble.

in my heart. I place them here in no
particular order.

Next is John Robinson’s Honest to God

In high school I was introduced to

(SCM Press 1963) which I read as part

marvellous Australian writers such as
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book’s purpose was to make God real

Randolph Stow. But my highlight was

Glover entitled Causing

and

for the modern, scientific, and secular

enjoying the fertile mind of American

Saving Lives (Penguin, 1977). I bought

age. His words were revelatory. No

satirist Joseph Heller, whose Catch-22

the book from Blackwell’s bookstore

longer did I have to affirm that my

kept me, as a 17-year-old, interested

in Oxford in 1979. It still sits on my

church was the only one that had

in reading at the time when teenage

bookshelf

‘correct’ purpose and relevance. I

boys often give it away.

paragraphs underlined. It was my first

realised

introduction to the scope and limits

permutations were striving to find

When I arrived at college in the US, I

of

meaning. I was now freed up to begin

took a class in American literature.

challenged me: how does one make

What a revelation that was! I was

ethical judgments? “The more detailed

immersed in Kurt Vonnegut Jnr, JD

guidance a moral system gives, the more

The last book is Darryl Reanney’s The

Salinger

complex it is likely to be. On the other

Death of Forever: A New Future for

hand, the less it is worked out in detail,

Human

and

John

Steinbeck,

and

loved every word.

now,

moral

Death

with

theory.

It

half

tested

its

and

that

all

religious

my own faith quest.

Consciousness

(Longman

the more likely it is to entail unnoticed,

Cheshire 1991). Here the author is

In the past 40 years my reading has

unacceptable consequences.” I have gone

calling for an approach to death “with

embraced

the

works

of

terrific

back to it time and time again when

gratitude, seeing it for what it is, the final

Australian authors such as Colleen

forced

elimination of ego and the end of the

McCulloch, Nicholas Hasluck, Inga

choices.

to

ponder

life-and-death

fallacies of time and self”.

Clendinnen, Adam Wakeling, Peter
Goldsworthy, Michael Meehan, and

The

Nikki

paperback entitled Crimes, Courts and

Gemmell.

My

favourite

second

is

another

short

international fiction writers include

Figures:

Introduction

Henning Mankell, Jo Nesbø, Peter

Statistics

(Penguin

Robinson, Tony Hillerman, and Tom

Walker. This sounds quite a dull topic

Wolfe. And in the realm of non-

but it was the first book I read that

fiction,

explained

I

have

always

enjoyed

and

to

1971)

explored

Criminal
by

the

Nigel

well-

anything written by Bill Bryson, Jared

known aphorism “Lies, damn lies and

Diamond and Geoffrey Robertson.

statistics”. It drew me firmly down the
rewarding

criminological

research

path that I then pursued for the next
three decades.

It, too, was life-changing.
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Anthony Zammit
Friends Life Membership

Anthony Zammit, master book binder and conservator, was awarded Honorary Life Membership with a
short ceremony at the Friends’ Annual Dinner on December 4th. His knowledge of books, their history,
their physical substance and their cultural significance is legendary. But in addition to this, he has been
extremely generous with his time, energy and patience in passing on his expertise to others. The Friends of
the State library and the book-binding team have been fortunate beneficiaries of this. Thank you, Anthony.

Barr Smith Library's Special Collections
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Dr

new

Tennyson, Beowulf, Kingsley, a

We then visited one of the rooms
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historical
of

paradise

including

both

and
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book
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Ernest Shackleton and his team
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Elizabeth
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showed

item,

published and unpublished works
academic

also

Miki

regarding

written

in

copperplate

and

the

finest
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to

their

German

copies.

the

Dresden

cover
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made

of

a

copy
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contained canned peaches. The

wonderful wooden catalogue, and,

penguin now made sense.

in a glass case, a very large stuffed

We were thrilled to be able to

penguin.

touch some of the books, even

Finally,

those dating back to 1482. We

magnificently soaring Barr Smith

The staff members, Lee, Miki and

consulted a commentary on the

Reading Room, which was built in

Marie mingled with us, explained

Code of Justinian I and, using a

1938. We admired its elegantly

the provenance of the items we

combination of school Latin and

embellished

were examining, listened to our

the brief index, we were able to

columns and the grandeur of its

stories and encouraged us to delve

distinguish laws proscribing street

windows. Then it was time to go

deeper into the treasures laid out

fights,

back out over the little bridge

before us.

among many other crimes, and

connecting

the

library

their punishments.

University

steps

and

theft

and

prostitution,

we

visited

barrel

the

ceiling

and

to

the

into

the

sunshine. Many warm thanks to
Nicholas, Lee, Marie and Miki for

- Pauline McCarthy

a rich and rewarding experience.
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A Tuesday Talk

Biographies

Cookbooks

Madame de Pompadour (1954) by Nancy Mitford,

Women’s Weekly Children’s Birthday Cake Book (1980)

and other biographies by her, such as Voltaire in

Ceylon Hut Curry Restaurant recipe book Sydney

Love (1957), The Sun King (1966) and Frederick the

Jasmine Restaurant recipe book Adelaide

Great (1970)

Margaret Fulton recipe books

Biographies of the Mitfords: Mary S. Lovell The

Food of the World (Encyclopedia Britannica series)

Mitford Girls (2002) and Take Six Girls by Laura

Larousse Gastronomique (1938)

Thompson (2015)

Robert Carrier: Great Dishes of the World (1964)

Alan Marshall: I Can Jump Puddles (1955)

The authors Maggie Beer, Ottolenghi, Elizabeth

Bernard O’Reilly: Green Mountains (1940)

David,

Mary McCarthy: Memories of a Catholic Girlhood

Jamie Oliver and others are favourites for recipe

(1957) and The Group (1963)

ideas.

Claudia

Roden,

Stephanie

Alexander,

Susan Varga: Heddy and me (1994)
Deirdre Bair: Simone de Beauvoir (1991), also her

Alberto Manguel: The library at Night (2005)

Parisian Lives: Simone de Beauvoir, Samuel Beckett

Barry Jones: The Shock of Recognition (2016)

and Me – A Memoir (2019)

Umberto Eco: The Infinity of Lists (2009)
Simon Nasht: The Lost Explorer (1999)

Detective stories

Peter Maddern: The Eye of Wilkins – book and

Some favourite authors in this genre are: Agatha

documentary

Christie, Marjorie Allingham, Dorothy Sayers,

photographs (2021)

Patricia

Pip Williams: The Dictionary of Lost Words (2020)

Wentworth,

Ngaio

Marsh,

Georges

using

Sir

Hubert

Wilkins’

Simenon, Raymond Chandler, Donna Leon, Dick

Ernst Mayr: What makes Biology Unique (2004)

Francis and Pamela Branch

Richard Powers: The Overstory (2018)

Geoffrey Household: Watcher in the Shadows (1963)

Peter Tompkins and Christopher Bird: The Secret

Jane Harper: The Dry (2016) and The Survivors

Life of Plants (1973)

(2020)

Mary Oliver and her poetry, especially “I’m not

Dervla McTiernan: The Ruin (2018)

the river…”

Kerry Greenwood’s Phryne Fisher and Corinna
Chapman books
Peter Corris’ Cliff Hardy books
Sulari Gentill and her character Rowley Sinclair

Books in my Life by Jo Peoples
A Tuesday Talk

On Tuesday 2/11/2021, Jo Peoples, our local theatre

5. Christian Riemers: a spirited performer, the life of cellist,

doyen, presented her seven chosen ‘Books in My life’ to

artist and spiritualist by Paul Blackman who used the

a large Friends of the State Library of South Australia

State Library of SA resources to extensively research

audience.

this talented, yet doomed man.

Jo has graced Adelaide stages in performance, was the

6. The only street in Paris: life on the Rue de Martyrs by

former curator for the Performing Arts Collection

Elaine Sciolino. In 2008, Jo had travelled to Paris to live

(PAC) and still plays double bass with the Unley

for a year and since then, aside from Covid-19 years,

Symphony.

has returned every 2 years. She told the story of when

The attentive ‘full house’ listened intently to Jo’s

she stayed at an apartment on the Rue de Martyrs in

evocations of a wonderful repast of memories, and gave

2015 and of noticing the ‘big blue door’ guarded by an

appreciative applause and inquisitive questions at her

armed guard carrying a submachine gun. She was

presentation conclusion.
Speaking to her 7 selected books of her choosing, Jo was
characteristically

elegant

in

a

yellow

and

black

ensemble, resembling the ‘busy bee’ persona for which
she has always been known:
1.A night of Theatre by Ronald Havel supplied us with
Jo’s

brilliant

Actor/Managers

description
within

the

of

the

historical

old-style
timeline

of

Adelaide theatre.
2. Charlotte by David Foenkinos, details the sad yet
uplifting story of Charlotte Solomon, a woman who
only became known posthumously as an artist when
her 729 paintings were discovered after she and her
unborn child had died in Auschwitz.
3. Lettres a ́Yves by Pierre Bergé, describes the author as
a former French Theatre Director and producer who
had shared a 10 year relationship and a business
partnership

with

Yves.

The

author

writes

letters

expressing what he’d wanted to say to Yves St Laurent
before Yves died of brain cancer.
4. Gods and Kings by Dana Thomas, a joyful discounted

actually there on November 13th terrorist attack, only
finding out what had happened behind the ‘big blue
door’ a few doors along the Rue de Martyrs after both
of her sisters had worriedly texted her to confirm her
safety.
It was entrancing to listen to Jo’s interpretation of these
books

and

stories,

illustrating

her

depth

of

understanding about the passion of the arts and about
the big financing underpinning the commercialisation
of

fashion

and

the

arts.

As

a

self-proclaimed

Francophile she also understands the nuances of French
writing and their lifestyle.
Jo’s final book choice rounded out her theatrical theme
where she spoke about how, back in 2002, while
working at the PAC, she’d received a call from a
Melbourne

University

Ph.D.

candidate

who

was

researching the development of musical theatre and
wanted to research the Performing Arts Collection and
the State Library archival collections.
7. The Australian Musical from the beginning by Peter

find in Dillons on the Parade, describes the rise and fall

Pinne and Peter Wyllie Johnston who have created an

of Alexander McQueen and John Guiliano in the

extraordinary collection about how musical theatre all

Houses of haute courtier as the industry of boutique

started, initially with Reg Stone and Jack De Garis right

fashion became more about showcasing the bizarre. Jo

here in Adelaide. This book is within the State Library

posed the question we were all thinking, ‘who actually

of SA collection.

wears those bizarre creations on the catwalk?’

- Sherron Hunter
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New Australiana Publications
At Australiana Publications, we are working on a number of exciting projects.
The Bibliography Supplement is at the printers. This covers the last 5 years of our publishing activities and marks
our 25th anniversary.
Most of the detailed work was carried out by our dear friend and long-term member, Elizabeth Hambly who,
sadly, will not see its publication.
Sir Hubert Wilkins’ fascinating book, Under the North Pole, which describes his plans to navigate a submarine (the
Nautilus) beneath the north polar ice, is at the pre-press stage. It includes two valuable contributions, from
Carolyn Spooner of the State Library and local expert Stephen Carthew, who has cast new light on Wilkins’
spiritual side.
With the release of Peter Fitzsimons’ book on Wilkins last month, there is renewed appreciation of this
remarkable man.
Under the North Pole contains a section on Wilkins’ childhood. He grew up in the mid-north of SA during the great
Federation Drought and witnessed so much hardship. These early years, including his experiences with the local
aborigines, were pivotal in the shaping of an amazing life. Even as a young man, he was convinced that the origin
of all the mysteries of the climate lay in the polar regions - a concept that is now being proven as the polar ice
retreats at an alarming rate.
Also centred around the mid-north are the youthful reminiscences of Henry Hammond Tilbrook. Tilbrook left
the city as a youth to live the life of an itinerant worker, learning that it was nothing to walk for several days with
no food or water from one job to the other. Tilbrook became a noted photographer in later life and the book is to
be enhanced by a selection of his magnificent black and white photos of the areas visited. This will be available in
the second quarter of 2022.

- Mark Gilbert

Our own Bookbinding Room
The binding team is excitedly setting up our new Bindery in the Mortlock Wing.
The Director has kindly arranged for us to have the use of a spare room at the northern end of the Mortlock
on the ground floor. Ironically, it was once the Friends’ Office, somewhere back in the ‘90s.
We will carry out the simpler binding tasks, such as collating, folding and sewing as well as the preparation of
the components there, before moving the books to Anthony Zammit’s premises at Hendon for final blocking,
casing and finishing. All our publications are now bound by our team.
Importantly, it also gives us a place to work at our leisure where we can follow our own personal interests,
particularly in the area of conservation of old and damaged books and works on paper. Our long-term aim is
to carry out simple conservation work for the Library where we can be useful to the in-house conservators.
In the meantime, we are working on the Collectors’ version of Baudin’s famous letter to Governor King about
the right of great nations to occupy so-called unoccupied lands: Reflections of a Philosophical Voyager.
This literary gem has been beautifully designed by John Kingsmill and printed on hand-made paper in a very
limited edition. You can buy a copy which we have bound especially, or alternatively, you can commission
your own personal binding for a very similar price. Details appear elsewhere.

- Mark Gilbert

2022 Events
POP-UP BOOK SALE
Weekdays only
Monday to Friday
10am-2pm
February 2022 –
A TUESDAY TALK – Books In
My

Life

by

Charles

Gent

February

2022

(Tentative)
Tuesday,

1

11am-12pm
Cost: Free
VISIT

Welcome and Farewell

-

David

Roche

Foundation Museum
Late February 2022
Details TBC

We welcome into
Membership:
James Bateman
Lee Cramond
Jenny Fitzpatrick
David Lewis
Josie Peoples
Margaret Telfer
Anthony Zammit

FRINGE - Songs of Pilgrims &
Travellers

with

Dr

Gillian

Dooley
Hetzel Theatre, SLSA
Saturday, 26 February 2022
3pm BOOK
March 2022 –
A TUESDAY TALK – Books in
my Life by Prof. Rick Sarre
Tuesday, 1 March 2022

We farewell the following Member of the Friends:

11am-12pm
Cost: Free

Gerrit Stafford
VISIT - Barr Smith Special
Collections
Details TBC

'Vale Gerrit (Gerrie) Stafford Flinders University
Associate Librarian from 1969 to 1995. The best of
academic librarians, erudite, charming, and keenly
interested in the academic work of Flinders University A
mentor to many over his long career. Remembered with
fondness.’
Often at Book group meetings Gerrit could also recite
‘any’ poem or piece of literature from memory.
- Diana Chessell

WANT

MORE

FRIENDS

EVENTS?
KEEP

AN

FACEBOOK
WEBSITE

EYE

ON

PAGE

OUR
AND

Wanted: Friends Book Group Members
The Friends’ oldest bookgroup is in need of new members.
We lost two this year in Gerrit Stafford and Elizabeth Hambly and a few more will retire
soon due to advancing age and ill health. We are a group formed to appeal to a variety of
readers – non-fiction readers, literary fiction readers, biography readers etc.
We meet monthly and each meeting is centered around a topic eg. cartography,
American literature, Nobel prize winners, Iceland, Scottish writers, 20thC Australian
artists.
The topics are nominated by each member in turn. Well in advance of the meeting date
they then put together a suggested reading list of books in different genres but to do
with the topic and then prepare themselves to lead the discussion.
Each member chooses a book from the list (or something suitable ) and comes prepared
to talk about their choice and contribute to the general discussion. It is a formula which
has lasted nearly 20 years.
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 10am to 12 noon in the Friends’ room
and enjoy a good cup of coffee brewed in the kitchen.
If you think you would enjoy this activity please feel free to contact Diana Chessell
0415 052 174 or Judy Fander 0412 758 776 for more details.
Our next meeting is due on 8 February 2022.

- Glenys Beckwith, Secretary

From the Executive Assistant
Jayne French
What an exciting last few months it has been at the Friends! We have new Australiana Publications on the
shelves and in the works. We have also held some incredible events including the very popular and sold out
Barr Smith Library's Special Collections tour (with another one in 2022!), and our recent AGM/annual
dinner, which is where many of this newsletter's photos have originated from. Thank you to all of our
generous photographers for sending in your photos! It was such a glamorous occasion in the beautiful
surrounds of St Mark's on an incredibly perfect evening. No Covid lockdown and no sweltering heat! We
hope you enjoy the photo spread.
And if you weren't aware, the Friends book and gift shop is open 5 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm, as
well as online for orders and enquiries. We will, however, be taking a well-deserved
break and are closed over the Christmas and New Year period from Wednesday,
22 December 2021 and reopening on Monday, 10 January 2022.
A special mention to our 2nd profile of a Friends volunteer who you will surely
recognise from our events and around the State Library with a permanent can-do
attitude and huge warm and welcoming smile! We just want to thank those who quietly
and patiently volunteer with the Friends behind the scenes, ensuring it runs smoothly.
As there is no such thing as too many books, we expect there to be many more 'new'
books ready for you to purchase in the new year - thank you to our tireless pricers!
Thank you again for your ongoing support of the Friends. I wish you a safe and
restful break and I look forward to seeing you in the new year.

Friends Volunteer Profile
Allison Murchie
How long have you been a Friends member?
I became a member in September 2020, but had attended many of the previous monthly talks.
The best part of being a Friends member?
It is a delight to work with a group of people so passionate about books and committed to the work of the
Friends. They come from all walks of life, many with academic backgrounds and years of experience in
various fields. As an oral historian I wasn’t sure what I had to offer, but was made to feel very welcome and
found that I was soon part of the team. I was surprised at the range of activities the Friends were involved in
including book-binding, publishing high quality books on SA history, as well as a wide range of outings and
activities.
How long have you been assisting the Friends with their event photos?
I take photos wherever I go because I love photography, but also as a way of recording our living history. It
is almost instinctive now and people are willing to be my subjects, even when I ask if it can be posted on
Facebook. For the last 50 years or so I have recorded our history through photos, some of which have been
donated to the State Library of SA, and others in various collections of organisations I have volunteered
with. Eventually we hope to include some of these photos on our Friends website.
How else are you involved with the Friends?
I have been a member of the Friends Committee since the 2020 AGM. I have found my niche in recording
our A Tuesday Talk events, and taking photos at all our events. I have recently joined the Program
Committee and I look forward to what will eventuate there in planning our 2022 calendar.
I have been a visitor to most of the Friends book sales and always come home with a box load. This year I
was able to work at the book sale, also bringing home another box load of books! But this year I got to meet
many of our members and customers and talk to them about books and what their interests were. What a
treat that was. I was also able to help during History Month at out pop-up book shop and hope to continue
with that in future years.
What are you favourite pastimes?
Many of my passions have led me to volunteering in organisations including the State Library of SA, the
Labour History Society (SA), the May Day Committee, the Oral History Australia, and ZoosSA. In all of
these organisations I have taken on a variety of roles including Secretary, Treasurer, and newsletter editor.
All of them have been with hard-working people committed to a cause, but by no means boring. There has
been a lot of fun and a great sense of shared achievement, resulting in many long-lasting friendships.
Volunteering has become a way of life for me. Currently I volunteer for the Friends of the State Library, the
State Library of SA itself, and the Adelaide Zoo.

“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature. If I
were a young person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do
that again by reading, just as I did when I was young.”

― Maya Angelou, Author & Civil Rights Activist

Friends normal opening hours
Monday - Friday
10am - 2pm

Christmas/New Year closure
Wednesday, 22 December 2021 Friday, 7 January 2022
Reopening Monday, 10 January 2022

Friends of the State Library of SA - GPO Box 419 Adelaide SA 5001
Ph: 08 8207 7255 – slsafriends@sa.gov.au
www.friendsofthestatelibrarysa.org.au/

